North St. Paul Polar Girls Update
8/24/08
Greetings NSP Parents,

I’m happy to report that Gary Glaus was approved by our board as the 10UA Head Coach for the 08/09 season. Gary’s been involved is coaching in several different sports and age levels over past years. Please join me in congratulating and welcoming Gary to this new position.

I am also happy to report that Ron Jungmann is approved to return as the 12UA Head Coach. Ron has coached this group of girls from mites through 12U. He is very detailed and committed to his coaching responsibilities as exhibited by his willingness to run fall clinic for the girls thus saving parents money in hiring an outside coach. Please join me in welcoming Ron back for another season.

Girls Director Position:

I’m getting some nibbles but so solid bites for my replacement for next year. Again, I would like the new person to shadow me now as I work with numbers and with other associations in making numbers work out along with tryouts, tourney planning, etc. Please email if you are interested or would like more information.
Levels:
The plan at this time is to declare a 10UA and 12UA team to District 2. See update below for 14’s.
Registration:
Please be sure to register at one of the registration dates below. Directly after registration decisions will be made based on “registered” players so it is very important we don’t have late registrations.
Wednesday, August 27th 5:30 PM to 7:30 PM 
Thursday, September 4th 5:30 PM to 7:30 PM 

Saturday, September 6th 9:00 AM to 12:30 PM
Tournaments:

10UA 

All American Girls, November 20 – 23, Blaine


Anoka Classic, December 4 – 7, Anoka


Star of North, February 6 – 8, Grand Rapids

12UA


All American Girls, November 20 – 23, Blaine


Anoka Classic, December 4 – 7, Anoka


Brainerd Invitational, January 2 – 4, Brainerd

Fall Clinic:

The 10U girls will skate with the Squirts. 12U and 14U will skate together with Coach Ron Jungmann running the clinic. I encourage you to take advantage of this low cost and fun warm up to tryouts and the season. 

Numbers:  
10U 

Based on projected numbers which come in at 15 – 16 skaters and 1 goalie, we will field one 10UA team. This team will be a mix of 10UA and 10UB skill levels. I have spoken with Tartan and they will roster and 10UA and 10UB team and expect to be a bit short in filling out both teams. If you feel from a development and contribution perspective your daughter may be better served in playing at a 10UB level this coming season then let me know and we will dialogue with my Tartan counterpart, Nate Smith.
Tryouts – 

I will have tryout ice allocated for 10UA. Should our projected numbers become reality, we will likely still rate the girls in one 1 hour rating session to have a baseline understanding of skills within the team.

12U 

Based on projected numbers we are at 19 skaters, 1 goalie. Below are the NSPAHA  guidelines for team numbers (page 11):
6. Number of Players

a) Each team should have 15 skaters, plus 2 goalies. The Board of Directors may

approve a lesser number if sufficient qualified players are not available or if other

circumstances so warrant.

b) The Board of Directors may approve a greater number if the situation so warrants.

Each team should not exceed a maximum of 20 players (including goalies)

I am supporting a) no more than 15 skaters as I have in the past for an “A” level team. As such, I’m having conversations with Roseville and Mahtomedi to find a place for our extra girls on a 12UB team. Projections are Tartan will have a full roster 12UB team. I will know more when all D2 association registrations are complete. 

Tryouts

We are looking at 3 tryout sessions. One skills and two scrimmage. The actual tryout times should be locked in and published within the next few days.

14U 

Projections are we will come in around 6 – 9 skaters and 1 goalie. I have met with Roseville, Moundsview and Tartan to explore a co-op where we would field 1 – 14UA and 1 – 14UB team. None of the above associations have enough players, based on projections, to field a complete team. Once all association registrations are complete we will sit down to figure out how to make our numbers work. Once we have a completed plan I will communicate it to parents and submit for board approval.
A few things to note:

· There won’t be NSP 14U tryouts during normal boys and girls tryout times.

· Tryouts will occur as they did last year after girls High School tryouts are complete.

· I will work with the associations mentioned above to keep our respective 14U eligible players skating in October together.
D2
I fully expect we will co-op across districts as we did last year at all girls levels. While some associations are experiencing growth in girls numbers, overall all the number of  youth female hockey players is down across the state. Association co-ops and District co-ops is the solution for providing the right level of play for girls to develop and to provide enough teams to play.
Call me anytime with questions or concerns (or to validate a rumor ()

Regards,

Jim Krings – NSPAHA Girls Director
James.krings@mckesson.com
H:
651-770-1928

C:
651-283-5068

