North St. Paul Polar Girls Update
9/22/08
Greetings NSP Parents,

Registration is over and barring any surprise registrations, our numbers are set. Here is a run down on where we are at:
8U

We are investigating forming an 8U team this year. We currently have 8 – 7 year olds and 6 – 8  year olds which would be plenty to form an 8U team. Erick Larson is investigating. Here is what we know so far:

· The 8U girls will play 5 home games and 5 away games within our district.

· Our plan is to only have 7 and 8 year olds on this team.

· Once determined it’s a go, the girls will always skate together and likely share practices with the Advanced Mites.

· If you are a parent of a 7 or 8 year girl and have an opinion on this one way or the other, please let me know. If you definitely prefer your daughter stay with the regular mite program, please let me know as well.

· More to follow……..

10UA

We will roster at the 10UA level this year. Unfortunately, we are not at ideal numbers in having 12 skaters and 1 goalie registered. The upside to this is the players will get plenty of ice time. The downside is ice costs are based on a 14 player roster so team ice fees will be a bit higher along with tourney fees. Being that 10UA is considered “traveling” they are allocated more ice time than base registration costs which is charged back as team fees. Additionally, we don’t have a lot of room for illness or injury. 
Because of our low numbers, every skater will make the team. However, we still want to do a 1 hour rating session.

Tryout Date/Time:

Monday, September 29th          6:30 PM – 7:30 PM

Players should arrive at least 35 minutes early so they can check in and grab a tryout jersey.

12UA

We have 17 skaters and one goalie registered at the 12UA level this year. As such, we will go through a full 3 session tryout. As mentioned previously, we will carry 15 skaters on the 12UA team this year. Tartan is full but Roseville would be very happy to accommodate our two extra skaters on their 12UB team and Mahtomedi may have room. I will closely with the receiving association to be sure our girls are welcome and to help process paperwork.
Tryout Dates/Times:

Tuesday, September 30           6:30 pm – 7:30 pm
Thursday, October 2             
6:30 pm – 7:30 pm
Saturday, October 4             
12:30 – 1:30 pm

Players should arrive at least 35 minutes early so they can check in and grab a tryout jersey. Tryout results will be posted by Monday, October 6th, 7 pm in the NSP Girls Info area on the website. I will call parents whose daughter doesn’t make the top 15 prior to posting the results.
14UA

We have not run into any blockers in pursuing a co-op with Roseville, Moundsview and Tartan to roster a 14UA and 14UB team. Here are the numbers each association will bring to the co-op:

NSP 

6 skaters
2 goalies
Roseville
10 skaters
1 goalie

Moundsview
11 skaters
0 goalie

Tartan

 1 skater
0 goalie

Roseville has allocated ice for both the 14UA and 14UB teams and reserved two tournaments each for 14UA and 14UB. We are looking to have Roseville be the host association so our girls would waiver into Roseville should everything work out in board and D2 approvals.

October Ice Time:

The High School girls have offered to allow our 14U – 8th grade girls to skate their captains’ practices during the month of October. I have posted the letter to the high school girls in the NSP Girls Info area on our website. Things to note about the Polar Club 2008 Captains Practice letter:

· If you don’t plan on participating, please let me know.
· You must get the Release and Agreement Not to Sue form into Kevin Snell, as directed in the letter before you can skate.

· Note that the ice times are 90 minutes long.
· The cost is $45 per skater. I will propose to the board that NSPAHA covers this cost but have not submitted a request or received official approval yet. As such, please send a $45 check in with the Release and Agreement not to Sue form. I will work to get approval to have this $45 reimbursed, the thought being these are hour of ice time the association doesn’t have to provide.

· If you plan on attending the dry land sessions at Highland Park you must provide a copy of your USA Hockey registration confirmation.

· Don’t forget the 14’s have an ice time on October 4th, 6:45 – 7:45 at Polar.

October Ice with Roseville and Moundsview

Both Roseville and Moundsview have October ice for their 14’s and have welcomed our players to join them at no cost. I’m currently working at compiling a master list of their ice times to which I will fill in NSP ice where I can. Moundsview ice is at the Super Rink and Roseville ice is at Westside, Biff Adams and Oscar Johnson. Once we have worked out a schedule I will post on our website and/or email directly to NSP 14U parents. My goal is to provide our 14U’s with the opportunity to skate 4 – 6 days a week through October. More to follow……
Tryouts- Updated:

Tryouts will be held at Roseville Arena on the following dates/times:

Thursday, November 6 at 8:10 pm

Friday, November 7 at 9:20 pm

Saturday, November 8 at 8:00 pm

  
We are in the process of securing raters and working out the details. There will be more to follow on this but please mark your calendars with the above dates and times.

Games:
NSPAHA has provided 3 Polar game ice times each for the 14UA and 14UB. Moundsview and Roseville will provide game ice as well. Our goal is to make sure each association has some games at their home rink.
Practices:

The majority of practices will be on Roseville ice. However, we still need to work on the details……..

Tourneys:

14U-A 

 Jan 8-11 Duluth 

Feb 6-8 Eden Prairie

 (Nov 28-30 Waitlist Edina Dec.

 

14U-B 

 Nov 28-30 Edina,

Jan 8-9 Duluth

Trying to get something in Dec and Feb.

Trying out for High School:

If you daughter would is interested in trying out for the NSP Girls High School team they should email Coach Bill Halbrehder at: halbrehder@gmail.com
Coach Selection:

We are in the process of taking head coaching applications for the 14UA and 14UB team. Coaches interviews will occur on Saturday, September 27th, 1 pm., location to be determined. If you are interested in a head  or assistant coaching position please let me know and I will get you an application and schedule an interview time.

Girls Director Position:

I’m pleased to announce that Erick Larson is interested in assuming the NSPAHA Girls Director position for the 2009/2010 season. Erick has been working closely with me and been in the loop on discussions at all age levels. If things work out Erick will run point next year and I will assist as needed. Please join me in welcoming and thanking Erick for stepping up to take care of the girls.
Call me anytime with questions or concerns (or to validate a rumor ()

Warm Regards,

Jim Krings – NSPAHA Girls Director
James.krings@mckesson.com
H:
651-770-1928

C:
651-283-5068

